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1. Introduction 
1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) provides an overview of the 

stakeholder engagement and consultation activities undertaken by Oxfordshire County 
Council (OCC), prior to submitting a planning application for the Didcot Garden Town 
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF1), hereafter referred to as the ‘Scheme’.  

1.2 The application is submitted to OCC as the determining local planning authority (LPA) 
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. The 
application is a Regulation 3 application as defined by the Town and Country Planning 
General Regulations 1992. 

1.3 The Proposed Scheme is seeking full planning permission for: 

• the dualling of the A4130 carriageway (A4130 Widening) from the Milton Gate 
Junction eastwards including the construction of three roundabouts;  

• a road bridge over the Great Western Mainline (Didcot Science Bridge) and 
realignment of the A4130 north east of the proposed road bridge including the 
relocation of a lagoon;  

• construction of a new road between Didcot and Culham (Didcot to Culham 
River Crossing) including the construction of three roundabouts, a road bridge 
over the Appleford railway sidings and road bridge over the River Thames;  

• construction of a new road between the B4015 and A415 (Clifton Hampden 
bypass) including the provision of one roundabout and associated junctions; 
and 

• controlled crossings, footways and cycleways, landscaping, lighting, noise 
barriers and sustainable drainage systems. 

1.4 The planning application has been prepared following extensive engagement between 
OCC and a range of stakeholders including members of the public, elected 
representatives, local authority officers and other technical and non-technical 
stakeholders. 

1.5 Section 2 of this SCI details the engagement activities carried out as part of the 
ongoing consultation process.  

1.6 Section 3 of this SCI summarises the feedback received and explains how the 
feedback has shaped the Scheme. 

1.7 The consultation activities and subsequent analysis adhere to the guidance and 
relevant polices outlined in the ‘Policy Context’ and ‘Scheme Background’ section. 

1.8 This SCI should be considered alongside all other documents submitted as part of the 
planning application.  

Policy and Legislative Context 

1.9 Early engagement was carried out throughout all stages of the Scheme development 
in accordance with both national and local planning policies.  
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1.10 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)1 directive sets out the following 
policies on the importance of early pre-application engagement: 

1.10.1 Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties. Good quality 
pre-application discussion enables better coordination between public and 
private resources and improved outcomes for the community. (Chapter 4, 
paragraph 39). 

1.10.2 The more issues that can be resolved at pre-application stage, including the 
need to deliver improvements in infrastructure and affordable housing, the 
greater the benefits. For their role in the planning system to be effective and 
positive, statutory planning consultees will need to take the same early, pro-
active approach, and provide advice in a timely manner throughout the 
development process. This assists local planning authorities in issuing timely 
decisions, helping to ensure that applicants do not experience unnecessary 
delays and costs. (Chapter 4, paragraph 41). 

1.11 Alongside the NPPF, Oxfordshire’s Statement of Community Involvement was adopted 
in July 20152 and the addendum adopted in June 20203. The report states:  

1.11.1 Oxfordshire County Council believes it is very important that people have a 
say on how council services are planned and run. Consultation helps us to 
stay in touch with what people need and want. This is especially important 
when we need to make difficult decisions that affect the people of 
Oxfordshire. (Chapter 3, paragraphs 3.1, 3.2) 

The Council follows six key principles of consultation: 

• keep an open mind and run consultations in an open and honest 
way; 

• be clear about what we are consulting on and what we will do with 
the findings; 

• give all relevant parties the chance to have their say. 

• provide sufficient time and information to enable people to engage. 

• take views expressed in consultations into account when we make 
decisions. 

• provide effective and timely consultation feedback. (Chapter 3, 
paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2) 

1.12 Oxfordshire’s Statement of Community Involvement goes on to state: 

1.12.1 Regulation 18 Consultation – the Council must notify specific and 
general consultation bodies and other appropriate persons in the area 
about the plan they propose to prepare and invite them to make 
representations about what the plan ought to contain; this stage may 
involve more than one phase of consultation and may include consultation 
on a draft plan. (Chapter 5, paragraph 5.4) 

 
1https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.
pdf  
2https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/planning/mineralsandwaste
/mw2016/8OtherOCCDocs/8.2%20Revised%20Oxfordshire%20Statement%20of%20Community%20Involvement%202015.pdf  
3https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/planning-minerals-and-waste/ApprovedSCIMay2020.pdf  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/planning/mineralsandwaste/mw2016/8OtherOCCDocs/8.2%20Revised%20Oxfordshire%20Statement%20of%20Community%20Involvement%202015.pdf
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/planning/mineralsandwaste/mw2016/8OtherOCCDocs/8.2%20Revised%20Oxfordshire%20Statement%20of%20Community%20Involvement%202015.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/planning-minerals-and-waste/ApprovedSCIMay2020.pdf
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1.13 In March 2020, the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government published a 
planning update newsletter4 from Steve Quartermain CBE, Chief Planner, stating: 

1.13.1 We ask you to take an innovative approach, using all options available to you to 
continue your service. We recognise that face-to-face events and meetings 
may have to be cancelled but we encourage you to explore every opportunity to 
use technology to ensure that discussions and consultations can go ahead. 
(Page 1, COVID-19 Advice, Decision Making).  

1.14 OCC used a number of traditional (offline) and online engagement methods to 
maximise engagement and ensure that local feedback was secured prior to the 
submission of the planning application. 

Local Planning Policy 

1.15 The Science Bridge scheme was originally identified as part of OCC’s Local Transport 
Plan 3 (LTP3) in 2011. The scheme was included in order to help mitigate the growth 
associated with planned development at the time, prior to subsequent Local Plans 
which proposed additional growth across Science Vale. As such, relief to the existing 
Manor Bridge was required even when lower levels of growth were proposed in 
Science Vale. Therefore, modelling which includes Science Bridge in this way can be 
used as a suitable baseline from which to understand problems across Science Vale 
prior to the allocation of additional growth for the area by Local Plans. 

1.16 The Local Transport Plan (LTP): Connecting Oxfordshire5, also referred to as LTP4, 
sets out the policy and strategy for developing the transport system in Oxfordshire 
through to 2031, including improvements to transport infrastructure. It contains specific 
interventions based on a series of county-wide strategies, corridor strategies, and area 
strategies. 

1.17 The LTP4 contains the HIF1 Schemes as specific proposals:  

1.17.1 Delivering Science Bridge and widening of A4130 to provide relief to Manor 
Bridge and support/ enable development in the area including Didcot A, NE 
Didcot, Valley Park and NW Valley Park. (Proposal SV 2.6) 

1.17.2 Delivering improved Access to Culham Science Centre (CSC) Phase 1 (new 
road from CSC entrance to the B4015 north of Clifton Hampden) to improve 
connectivity between Science Vale and the Eastern Arc of Oxford and direct 
access to CSC. (Proposal SV 2.13) 

1.17.3 Delivering improved Access to Culham Science Centre (CSC) Phase 2 - 
new river crossing (between Didcot and CSC) to improve connectivity 
between Science Vale and the Eastern Arc of Oxford and direct access to 
CSC. This scheme also increases capacity for north/south movements 
across southern Oxfordshire and reduces pressure on the A34, whilst 
increasing network resilience across the Thames floodplain. (Proposal SV 
2.16) 

1.18 The LTP was agreed by OCC’s Full Council in September 2015, following public 
consultation on the draft plan earlier that year. The eight-week consultation period took 
place between 5 February and 2 April 2015.  A total of 617 responses were received. 

 
4https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/875045/Chief_Planners_Ne
wsletter_-_March_2020.pdf  
5https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/transportpoliciesandplans/localtra
nsportplan/ConnectingOxfordshirevol1policyandoverallstrategy.pdf and 
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/transportpoliciesandplans/localtra
nsportplan/ConnectingOxfordshirevol2partiiOtherAreasRouteFreightStrategy.pdf 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/875045/Chief_Planners_Newsletter_-_March_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/875045/Chief_Planners_Newsletter_-_March_2020.pdf
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/transportpoliciesandplans/localtransportplan/ConnectingOxfordshirevol1policyandoverallstrategy.pdf
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/transportpoliciesandplans/localtransportplan/ConnectingOxfordshirevol1policyandoverallstrategy.pdf
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1.19 On 13 July 2020, the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
(Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 20206 were published and applied during the 
period from 16 July 2020 to 31 December 2020. These regulations temporarily 
amended the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012 (SI 2012/767) (2012 Regulations) in England in which it “set out how a local 
planning authority (LPA) makes a document "available"”. Part 9 of the 2012 
Regulations had previously stated that a hard copy of a document had to be made 
available for inspection and be published online on the Local Authority’s website. The 
amendment meant that the requirement on an LPA to make the document available for 
inspection is removed and that the LPA did not need to provide hard copies.  

1.20 In addition to complying with policies regarding early engagement, the Scheme also 
adheres to the Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire District Council’s Local 
Plans (VoWHLP and SOLP). These include policies to safeguard land for essential 
highway infrastructure needed to support housing and employment growth.  

1.21 Policy TRANS3 in the SOLP seeks to safeguard this land to support the delivery of the 
Didcot Garden Town HIF1 schemes and ensure the provision of significant 
infrastructure improvements. 

1.22 The VoWHLP recognises the importance of addressing congestion around the Science 
Vale. Core Policy 18 seeks ensure the safeguarding of land to support the delivery of a 
new Thames River Crossing between Culham and Didcot 

1.23 The Evaluation of Transport Impacts (ETI) were undertaken using the Oxfordshire 
Strategic Model (OSM). The ETI informed the transport evidence base for the adopted 
VoWHLP 2031 and identified the requirement for significant highway infrastructure 
intervention in order to support the delivery of homes and jobs growth in the area. The 
Planning Inspectorate report on the examination into the VoWHLP 2031 states: 

1.23.1 In relation to transport Oxfordshire County Council, as Highway Authority, 
commissioned the November 2014 Evaluation of Transport Impacts Study to 
Inform the Vale of White Horse District Council Local Plan 2031: Part 17. 
Following several earlier stages this report assessed the likely transport 
impacts of the plan’s proposed 20,560 new homes and 23,000 additional 
jobs in the district, based on a range of different transport interventions and 
improvements (one of medium scale and two of large scale). The report 
concludes that the Stage 5 ETI mitigation package (which in essence 
comprises those transport improvements identified in the plan) would largely 
mitigate the impacts of the proposed new development in the district, albeit 
that some congestion issues would remain. (Issue 7, paragraph 144) 

1.23.2 […] I have borne in mind that the “starting point” situation for the Vale is as a 
district which very much suffers from traffic congestion8. (Issue 7, paragraph 
145) 

1.24 An ETI was produced to support the adopted SOLP 20359, which details the vision for 
South Oxfordshire to “remain a beautiful and prosperous place to live”. The plan lends 
further weight to the need for these infrastructure schemes and highlights early 
engagement as a necessary part of the planning application process.  

 
6 https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-026-
5480?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&ppcid=b6816b75aebe4214bcbc
f74f82399ae5&comp=pluk  
7https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/10/Local-Plan-2031-Part-1.pdf  
8http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/Vale-of-White-Horse-Local-Plan-2031-Part-1-Inspectors-
Report-FR.pdf  
9https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/02/SODC-LP2035-Publication-Feb-2021.pdf 

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-026-5480?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&ppcid=b6816b75aebe4214bcbcf74f82399ae5&comp=pluk
https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-026-5480?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&ppcid=b6816b75aebe4214bcbcf74f82399ae5&comp=pluk
https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-026-5480?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&ppcid=b6816b75aebe4214bcbcf74f82399ae5&comp=pluk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/10/Local-Plan-2031-Part-1.pdf
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/Vale-of-White-Horse-Local-Plan-2031-Part-1-Inspectors-Report-FR.pdf
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/Vale-of-White-Horse-Local-Plan-2031-Part-1-Inspectors-Report-FR.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/02/SODC-LP2035-Publication-Feb-2021.pdf
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1.25 The final publication of the SOLP was subject to a six-week consultation, which was 
designed to meet the statutory requirements for consultation under Regulation 19. The 
consultation took place from 7 January 2019 to 18 February 2019 and a total of 17,136 
formal representations were received from 2,561 respondents. Overall, 76 comments 
were made on the then proposed policy for Safeguarding of Land for Strategic 
Transport Schemes (Policy TRANS3 which identifies land parcels to be safeguarded 
from numerous schemes across Oxfordshire including the Didcot Science Bridge 
proposed as part of the Scheme.) The South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2035 was then 
adopted on 10 December 2020.  

1.26 The VoWHLP 2031 is divided into two parts: Local Plan Part 1 was adopted by Full 
Council on Wednesday 14 December 2016. Part 2 was adopted by Full Council on 
Wednesday 9 October 2019. The consultation for Part 1 was held in late 2014. A 
consultation for Part 2 was held in autumn 2017.  

Scheme background 

1.27 Oxfordshire is a prosperous and vibrant county, combining a thriving economy with a 
high-quality environment. Didcot was first designated as a growth area in 1979 and 
has been developing ever since. Current forecasts are for over 85,000 new jobs and 
100,000 new homes in Oxfordshire by 2031. A considerable proportion of this housing 
and employment growth is planned for the Didcot area through both the Vale of White 
Horse and South Oxfordshire District Council’s Local Plans, detailed in the Policy 
Section above. 

1.28 As part of the VoWHLP 2031, an iterative approach was taken to infrastructure 
requirements to deliver the growth scenarios and identify Scheme as a minimum 
requirement within the district areas. Other schemes identified include relief to 
Rowstock, Harwell Link Road (now delivered), Chilton Diamond Interchange (now 
delivered), Wantage Eastern Link Road and Milton Interchange (now delivered). 

1.29 In 2015, the town was awarded Garden Town status by the Government to help plan 
for the expected 16,000 new homes due to be built over the next 20 to 25 years. In 
addition, the next 20 years will see 20,000 new jobs created in and around the town 
and the Science Vale area. 

1.30 In 2018, OCC undertook an options appraisal process following the Department for 
Transport’s (DfT) Transport Analysis Guidance (TAG) on the Transport Appraisal 
Process (May 2018)10. OCC then produced an Options Appraisal Report (OAR) formed 
of two parts, completed in March 2018 and September 2019. This was undertaken to 
establish the appropriate infrastructure to mitigate the traffic impact of the planned 
growth in the area.  

1.31 The OAR Part 1 generated a number of options, including highway capacity 
improvement options, public transport options (bus and rail), and traffic management 
options. An Early Assessment and Sifting Tool test, developed by the DfT, was applied 
to these options resulting in the basic principles of the four scheme sections that now 
constitute the HIF1 Scheme being identified as the most effective response to address 
the issues arising from the forecasted traffic growth. 

1.32 In March 2019, the Government announced that OCC was successful in its bid for 
£218 million from the Didcot Garden Town Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF), which 
will directly deliver 11,711 new homes and support the further delivery of around 6,000 
new homes. 

 
10https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/938766/tag-transport-
appraisal-process.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/938766/tag-transport-appraisal-process.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/938766/tag-transport-appraisal-process.pdf
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Scheme overview 

Timeline 

1.33 The HIF1 funding will be ring-fenced to deliver the four separate sections identified in 
the local policies and plans. The funding for these four sections which comprise the 
Scheme must be spent my November 2024. Table 1 provides an overview of the 
project timeline and key milestones to date.  

Table 1: Project timeline and key milestones to date 

Date Activity 

March 2011 Cabinet Report Submitted (seeking approval for the Local Transport Plan 2011 – 2030 

(LTP3)) 

April 2011 OCC’s Local Transport Plan 3 agreed (LTP3)  

July 2015 Cabinet Report submitted (seeking approval for the Local Transport Plan: Connecting 

Oxfordshire 2015-2031 (LTP4)) 

September 2015 OCC’s Local Transport Plan: Connecting Oxfordshire 2015-2031 (LTP4) agreed  

July 2016 Cabinet Report Submitted (outlines the first update to LTP4) 

December 2016 Vale of White Horse District Local Plan Part 1 adopted  

September 2017 Cabinet agreed to submit Didcot Garden Town HIF1 as part of three HIF Expressions 

of Interest to the Government 

October - November 

2017 

Vale of White Horse Local Plan Part 2 Consultations  

March 2018  Options Appraisal Report Part 1 

April 2018 Government announced the Scheme to be shortlisted for development 

September 2018 Options Appraisal Report Part 2 

November 2018 Public consultation  

January 2019 HIF1 Business Case submitted to Government 

October 2019  Cabinet Report Submitted (Didcot Garden Town Infrastructure Fund Draft Heads of 

Terms) 

October 2019 Vale of White Horse District Local Plan Part 2 adopted 

October 2019 HIF1 programme funding agreed 

March - April 2020 Online consultation 

April 2020 Walking, Cycling and Horse-rider Assessment and Review (WCHAR) 

June 2020 Engagement with bus operators 

July 2020 Cabinet Report submitted (Didcot Garden Town Housing Infrastructure Fund: Preferred 

Scheme Alignments) 

July 2020 - ongoing Further engagement with parish councils 
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December 2020 South Oxfordshire District Council’s Local Plan 2035 adopted  

June 2021 Further engagement with walking, cycling and horse-riding groups 

Aim of the Scheme 

1.34 The Scheme aims to address the following issues and opportunities:  

• Local and regional economy: The historic road network in Didcot and the 
surrounding areas is not currently fit for purpose this will be exacerbated by the 
planned growth. There is congestion at key points, including where newly 
established and planned developments will access the road network. The 
Scheme will unlock and support the delivery of approximately 18,000 new homes 
in the area including affordable homes. 

• Local traffic issues: Didcot is a centre for distribution meaning there are more 
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) on the transport network than in other areas, 
adding to congestion and delay. There is also a need to plan now for all forms of 
travel, including modes that are only just starting to be tested (e.g. autonomous 
vehicles). Transport connectivity is poor in the area with limited links making it 
difficult to travel between existing/ planned housing and employment sites.  

• Environment: To uphold its ‘Garden Town’ status, developments within Didcot 
should positively protect and enhance the natural, built and historic environment; 
including making effective use of land, helping to improve biodiversity, using 
natural resources prudently, providing green infrastructure, addressing climate 
change and minimising waste and pollution. 

• People and local communities: There have been increasing traffic impacts in 
Didcot and the surrounding villages and their historic cores due to congestion, 
noise and air quality. The location of railway lines creates physical barriers 
between some housing and employment sites, including areas proposed for new 
development because of limited crossings, which are already at capacity. The 
River Thames is also a barrier with limited bridge crossings. The Scheme will 
facilitate new movements across the Science Vale area, including by sustainable 
modes. 

1.35 The Scheme will address the above aims, through the following objectives:  

a) Directly unlock the delivery of 11,711 new homes in the area, of which 
approximately 4,200 will be affordable; 

b) Support the delivery of an additional 6,000 new homes; 

c) Unlock thousands of new jobs across existing and new employment sites in the 
area and releases business rates form Enterprise Zones to be reinvested back 
into the local economy; 

d) Ensure the impact of additional housing on the transport network is acceptable; 

e) Provide for real mode choice by future proofing new infrastructure; 

f) Reduce congestion in the parishes surrounding Didcot to the north; 

g) Provide relief to the A34;  

h) Provide value for money to the public sector; and  

i) Support Didcot as a new vibrant Garden Town. 
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Scheme location and proposals 

1.36 The location and layout of the Scheme is illustrated in Figure 1. The area of land over 
which the Proposed Development will occupy, during construction and operation, is 
referred to as the ‘Site’. The total site area (both temporary and permanent) for the 
Proposed Development is approximately 155 hectares (ha) in size. It is located within 
two districts; the VoWDC and SODC. 

1.37 The Scheme consists of four sperate but interdependent sections that make up the 
overall Scheme package, including the improvement of the existing A4130 road and 
the development of three new roads. These are:  

• A4130 Widening – the dualling of the existing road between Milton Gate and 
the link to the new Didcot Science Bridge, with segregated walking and cycling 
facilities. Several new junctions into adjacent proposed developments. 

• Didcot Science Bridge – a new single carriageway bridge over the A4130, 
Great Western Railway Main Line, and Milton Road, with segregated walking 
and cycling facilities. A new single carriageway link road through the former 
Didcot A Power Station site, re-joining the A4130 Northern Perimeter Road 
north of the Purchas Road/Hawksworth roundabout with segregated walking 
and cycling facilities. 

• Didcot to Culham River Crossing – providing a new road connecting the 
A4130 at Didcot with the A415 at Culham, including a bridge over the River 
Thames and another bridge over a private rail sidings, and connections to 
Appleford and Sutton Courtenay via the B4016, all with segregated walking and 
cycling facilitates. 

• Clifton Hampden Bypass – a new relief road northwest of the village, 
between the A415 at Culham Science Centre and the B4015 Oxford Road, 
north of Clifton Hampden. A new roundabout at the western end near Culham 
Science Centre and Culham Rail Station, and other access junctions along the 
Bypass. Walking and cycling facilities segregated from the carriageway. 
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Figure 1: Scheme location map 

1.38 There is a strong emphasis on providing a comprehensive package of walking and 
cycling facilities, as well as new bus stops with shelters, both on carriageway and 
laybys. These additional bus stops will increase the accessibility and catchment of the 
existing bus services in this area, whilst also helping to cater for new or improved 
services in the future. 

Details of scheme proposals 

A4130 Widening  

1.39 The existing A4130 is the main access to Didcot from the strategic road network at the 
A34. It is dual carriageway which extends eastbound from the Milton Interchange 
reducing to single carriageway at the Milton Gate junction.  

1.40 A new, at grade, four-arm roundabout (Backhill roundabout) will be created 
approximately 200m to the east of the Milton Gate junction. This will include two lanes 
on its circulatory carriageway. The two mainline A4130 entry and exits will have two 
lanes. Two arms will be provided on the southern part of this roundabout, and these 
will provide access to planned developments on land to the south-west and south-east 
of the roundabout. Single lane entry and exits will be provided on these arms.  

1.41 East of the new Backhill roundabout the A4130 will be dualled to two lanes in each 
direction. Most of the existing single carriageway, adjacent grass verges, ditches, 
hedgerows and trees will be retained. The existing single carriageway becoming the 
eastbound carriageway of the new dualled road. A new two-lane carriageway will be 
constructed south of the existing carriageway and will form the westbound carriageway 
of the new road. The highways infrastructure in this location will be approximately 35m 



Didcot Garden Town Housing Infrastructure 
Fund Programme (HIF1) 
Statement of Community Involvement 

 
 

  
  
  

 

 
Prepared for:  Oxfordshire County Council   
GEN_PD-ACM-GEN-DGT_ZZ_ZZ_ZZ-RP-ZH-0001 FINAL.docx 

AECOM 
16 

 

wide but may vary where the width of existing ditch varies, this has been considered 
using the limits of deviation.  

1.42 Further east, an access into the land subject to planning permission (Valley Park Ref: 
P14/V2873/O, VoWHDC) will be included. This will be a signalised junction, with a 
dedicated right turn lane included on the eastbound carriageway and a dedicated left 
turn included on the westbound carriageway. The existing ditch and hedgerow south of 
the existing carriageway will be removed in the vicinity of this junction, to provide a 
safe layout including for the required visibility. The access will have a single exit lane, 
and two approach lanes providing separate left turn and right turn lanes onto the new 
dualled A4130. Two bus lay-bys will be provided in this location, one east of the 
junction on the eastbound carriageway, and one to the west of the junction, on the 
westbound carriageway.  

1.43 A second roundabout (Old A4130 roundabout) will be created. This will be an at grade, 
three-arm roundabout with two lanes on its circulatory carriageway. It will provide 
access to the current alignment of the A4130 towards Didcot, and to a single 
carriageway which will connect with a third roundabout, the Didcot Science Bridge 
roundabout, to the south-east. All three arms will be marked as two-lane entries, the 
eastern and south-eastern arms flaring from a single lane approach. The western arm 
will be marked as a two-lane exit, while the other two arms will provide only a single 
lane exit. To the east of this roundabout, two bus stops will be created in the main 
traffic lanes, on the alignment of the existing A4130. 

1.44 The eastern link road section between the proposed ‘Old A4130 roundabout’ and the 
Didcot Science Bridge roundabout is a single carriageway. The Scheme will be 
approximately 20.3m wide in this location, including NMU provision. Fencing and 
embankments will extend beyond.  

1.45 The Didcot Science Bridge roundabout will be an at grade, three-arm roundabout, that 
will provide access between the A4130 and the Didcot Science Bridge, and to the 
planned development at Valley Park. All approaches will be single lanes flaring to two 
entry lanes. While all exits will provide only single lanes. 

Didcot Science Bridge  

1.46 The Didcot Science Bridge will consist of a single carriageway passing over the A4130, 
the Great Western mainline railway and Milton Road landing in the former Didcot A 
Power Station site. The bridge will be approximately 14.9m in width, including NMU 
provisions.  

1.47 This single carriageway road will continue as the Didcot Science Bridge Link Road, 
extending through the allocated development areas of the former Didcot A Power 
Station site. This part of the Scheme will be approximately 18.3 m in width, including 
NMU provision. These NMU provisions shall be continued into the Didcot to Culham 
River Crossing scheme. The link road ties-in with A4130 Northern Perimeter Road, 
north of the Hawskworth Roundabout. The northern arm of Hawksworth Roundabout 
(A4130 Northern Perimeter Road) connects to the link road, forming a new ghost 
junction with a right turn pocket is provided on the new link road into the old A4130 
Northern Perimeter alignment, leading to Hawksworth Roundabout. Throughout the 
scheme extents, there are multiple side-roads which will provide direct access points 
into adjacent land located to the north and south of the Scheme. Side roads that lie 
within the Clowes development shall be provided by Clowes, all other side roads shall 
be provided by OCC. 

Didcot to Culham River Crossing  

1.48 The existing, at grade, four-arm roundabout (Collett roundabout) will be enlarged. It will 
include two lanes on its circulatory carriageway; currently there is one. All approaches 
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to the roundabout will flare out to two lanes; all exits off the roundabout will merge from 
two lanes into one lane. Two bus stops will be included to the east of the roundabout, 
on both carriageways. The alignment continues north, along the current alignment of 
an access road to several private residential properties, with two offline bus stops 
provided opposite one another on either side of the carriageway. 

1.49 Further north, the Scheme will continue as a single carriageway with two accesses; 
one to land located to the east of the Scheme and one to land located west of the 
Scheme, both serving the proposed Didcot Technology Park (D-Tech) site. The D-Tech 
site will not be constructed in advance of the HIF1 Scheme therefore access to J 
James Pallets and Wood Recycling will be maintained, thereby ensuring that the 
business is able to operate during the construction of the Scheme. There will also be 
private accesses to Hartwright House and Hill Farm House. The Scheme will be 
approximately 20.3 m in width, including NMU provision and verges, but this will 
increase where bus stops and ghost island right turn lanes are provided (for example, 
to enable access to Hanson and FCC operations). 

1.50 The Scheme is aligned between three ponds, located to the east and west. Small 
sections of two of the ponds will be infilled. At this location, to the west of the main 
carriageway a priority T junction and an access road will be constructed to replace the 
existing Portway Road access road further north. The priority junction will include a 
ghost island right turn lane for traffic travelling from the north. The minor arm will 
incorporate a widened exit so that traffic turning left to the north can filter past vehicles 
waiting to turn right. The severed section of the Portway Road will be retained as an 
access for maintenance and operational purposes. 

1.51 Further north, the Scheme will cross Appleford railway sidings, a private railway siding 
for the Hanson aggregate operations and FCC Landfill Site. The Scheme will remain 
as a single carriageway and will continue through an area of historic restored landfill 
(known as the 90-acre field). There will be a priority junction on the B4016 to the north 
and west of Appleford including a dedicated ghost island right turn lane for traffic 
travelling north. Further north, two bus stops located opposite each other will be 
provided offline from the mainline of the Scheme. The proposed Sutton Courtenay 
roundabout will be an at grade, three-arm roundabout with two lanes on its circulatory 
carriageway. Two lanes will be included on all exits, these will merge to one lane once 
off the roundabout. This roundabout will provide access to the crossing over the River 
Thames and maintain links between Appleford and Sutton Courtenay and the 
surrounding areas. 

1.52 Extending north from Sutton Courtenay roundabout, a viaduct 336m in length is 
provided to cross the River Thames flood plain, with a bridge 155m in length over the 
River Thames. The bridge over the River Thames will comprise two 45m side spans 
and a 65m main span. The River Thames is navigable at this location so the bridge 
height about water level has been designed to accommodate river traffic. The crossing 
over the River Thames will be a single carriageway, approximately 16.9m in width 
including the NMU provisions.  

1.53 To the north of the River Thames crossing, private accesses will be created to a farm 
property located to the east of the alignment. Where the new link road interfaces with 
the A415 Abingdon Road a new four-arm at grade roundabout is constructed to the 
north of the existing road alignment. This connects the A415 Abingdon Road, the new 
road and a new stub to the north for future development access.   

1.54 The A415 Abingdon Roundabout has two lanes on its southern circulatory carriageway 
and three on its northern side. This will ensure three lanes are provided at the A415 
eastbound access onto the roundabout. Two-lane approaches will be included on all 
other entries, except for the A415 westbound, which will also include a segregated left 
turn lane. To the east of the roundabout, the A415 will return to a single carriageway.  
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Clifton Hampden Bypass 

1.55 The Clifton Hampden Bypass will re-route traffic on the A415 around the village of 
Clifton Hampden, which currently experiences a large amount of through traffic as 
people travel between the A415 to A4074.  

1.56 The existing A415 will be realigned south of the CSC and a roundabout will be created. 
The proposed works also include the construction of a large four-arm roundabout at 
the western end of the Scheme, providing access to the SODC Local Plan allocated 
housing site, a railway station and LEDA owned farmland / businesses north of CSC 
coming off the northern arm, and CSC on the northeast arm. Station Road will be 
realigned and will join with a new entrance to the industrial properties (Culham No.1 
site) located north west of the roundabout. An existing access road into the CSC will 
be terminated and converted into a footway and cycleway. The other exit from the 
roundabout into the CSC will provide two access points to CSC (main gate and 
perimeter road). The bypass will be aligned in a south-west to north-east direction and 
will be a single carriageway, approximately 11.3m in width including segregation strip 
and hard strip, but this will increase in some cases for example, where dedicated ghost 
island right turn lanes are provided. There will be a dedicated, ghost island, right turn 
lane that will connect with a new single carriageway, which will connect with the current 
alignment of the A415. This will provide access to the village of Clifton Hampden.  

1.57 Two bus stops are proposed on the bypass, outside CSC, to link public transport to 
this employment centre. The westbound bus stop will be in a lay-by, while the 
eastbound bus stop will be on-carriageway. A second pair of bus stops are proposed 
near the B4015 Connection junction, as a provision for future use by local bus 
companies to connect with Clifton Hampden Village. The westbound bus stop will be in 
a lay-by, while the eastbound bus stop will be on-carriageway. Both sets of bus stops 
will be equipped with a bus shelter and Sheffield stands (cost effective solution for bike 
parking).  
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2. Stakeholder engagement 
2.1 Throughout the development of the Scheme, constructive engagement with 

stakeholders has been crucial to understanding their views and where appropriate 
informing the development of the Scheme. Details of the engagement undertaken is 
summarised in this section, and details of the feedback received, and the resulting key 
themes are provided in Section 3 of this document. 

Objectives and narrative 

Overall aim 

2.2 The overall aim of the stakeholder engagement process was to provide effective and 
transparent communications and allow the opportunity for stakeholder views to inform 
the development of the Scheme. This engagement process adhered to the relevant 
policy and legislation detailed in Section 1 of this document. 

Core narrative  

2.3 The Scheme is made up of four transport infrastructure improvement sections which 
must be delivered collectively to facilitate the demand for new housing, jobs as well as 
improved journey times in Didcot and the surrounding areas, while improving 
congestion. A key objective is to promote a modal shift away from private single car 
occupancy trips. A comprehensive package of walking and cycling facilities is being 
developed across the Scheme. 

2.4 The engagement process provided the opportunity to engage with members of the 
community and key stakeholders, through both public consultations and targeted 
engagement activities. 

2.5 The approach to community consultation ensured that comprehensive and meaningful 
engagement took place, despite the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

2.6 The engagement process included the provision of accessible detailed information on 
the plans for each section of the Scheme and offered an opportunity for comment. 
Feedback received through the engagement activities has been reviewed and 
considered during the development of the Scheme to shape the proposals where 
feasible. 

Engagement to date 

Approach to consultation  

2.7 The approach to consultation followed the guidance set out in Oxfordshire County 
Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (June 2020). This approach gave 
stakeholders the opportunity to feedback on designs presented as part of the four 
independent, but interdependent highway scheme sections.  

2.8 The consultation process used a variety of methods in order to maximise participation 
from relevant stakeholders and the local community.  Activities included a 2018 and 
2020 public consultation event, targeted consultation with key stakeholder groups and 
a dedicated project website. See sections titled ‘Public consultation events’, ‘Targeted 
consultation’ and ‘Website’, for more information detailing these engagement activities. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some activities had to be re-planned in order to 
adhere to the national guidance at that time.  
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2.9 In the run up to the 2018 and 2020 consultation events, engagement was carried out 
with local elected members, notifying them of the consultations and providing the 
opportunity for questions to be asked and input provided.  

2.10 This section details engagement activity undertaken to date. 

Public consultation events  

2018 consultation 

2.11 The first public consultation took place between Friday 2 November and Sunday 25 
November 2018, via in-person and online consultation. Two public exhibitions took 
place on Wednesday 7 November at the Didcot Civic Hall and Saturday 17 November 
at the Cornerstone, both in Didcot. Approximately 300 people attended the public 
exhibitions. A copy of the materials shown at the consultation can be viewed in 
Appendix A. 

2.12 To publicise the consultation, a range of communications were launched prior to the 
first event taking place on 2 November 2018.  

2.13 Emails were issued to key stakeholder groups inviting them to attend the consultation, 
find out more information and give their feedback. The list of groups emailed were 
categorised into the following groups: 

• County Councillors 

• District Councillors 

• Parish County Clerks 

• Local schools 

• Local business parks and centres 

• Chamber of Commerce 

2.14 A consultation poster was delivered to local Parish Councils and a newspaper advert 
was published in the Oxford Times prior to the consultation starting. The advert 
provided a brief introduction to the proposed schemes, alongside details of the online 
consultation and exhibition dates. A copy of the poster and newspaper digital 
advertisement can be found in Appendix B and C respectively. 

2.15 Social media posts were also published on OCC’s Facebook and Twitter pages prior to 
the consultation beginning, promoting the public consultation  

2.16 A press release was issued in October 2018 and The Herald newspaper published a 
news story on their website. OCC also posted a news story on their website on 2 
November 2018. A copy of the Herald and OCC news stories can be found in Appendix 
D. 

2.17 The initial consultation in 2018 focused on a package of strategic improvements, 
including: 

• A4130 Capacity Improvement – dualling of the A4130 between the A34 and new 
Science Bridge, including new and improved pedestrian and cycling measures. 

• Science Bridge – A new road link from the new dualled section of the A4130, over 
the railway, back to the A4130 at Purchas Road, including pedestrian and cycling 
infrastructure. 
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• Culham to Didcot River Crossing – a new road between Culham near the 
Science Centre to Didcot’s A4130 perimeter road, including pedestrian and cycling 
infrastructure. 

• Clifton Hampden Bypass – a new road between the A415, Abingdon Road, at 
the Culham Science Centre and B4015, Oxford Road, north of Clifton Hampden 
village 

2.18 Note: names and descriptions of the four sections of the Scheme have evolved during 
the design phase. The above descriptions are representative of the 2018 consultation. 

2.19 When presenting the details of each section of the Schemes, information regarding the 
‘pros and cons’ of the different options considered was also provided, including the 
preferred option. 

2.20 Respondents were asked to provide feedback on the design proposals through 
completing a feedback form. The feedback form was available at the online and in-
person public exhibitions with a space to provide a free-text response to the following 
question: ‘Do you have any comments on the proposed package of strategic transport 
improvements for Didcot and the surrounding area to support planned growth?’  

2.21 In total, 307 consultation responses were received during the 2018 consultation, of 
which 13 did not provide any comments. The submission method and number of 
responses is shown in Table 2. 

Table 2:  2018 consultation summary of responses 

Submission Method Number of responses 

Online 236 (11 did not provide any comments) 

Exhibition 56 (2 did not provide any comments) 

Post 1 

Email 14 

2.22 Note: where a response was sent twice by different methods, only one has been 
counted to avoid double counting. 

2.23 All feedback collected was categorised into key themes which were subsequently 
analysed and are presented in Section 3 of this report. 

2020 consultation  

2.24 Following the 2018 public consultation, the designs for each section of the Scheme 
were developed further and a second consultation took place between Friday 20 
March and Thursday 30 April 2020.  

2.25 The consultation was originally planned to last four weeks, which is the required 
duration for a non-statutory consultation. However, as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and national social distancing guidance, this duration was extended to six 
weeks to allow people more time to respond.     

2.26 A variety of methods were used to maximise participation from relevant stakeholders 
and local community groups, including:  

• Using an innovative online consultation room with live chat function;  
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• Sending over 22,000 letters to residential properties in the area; 

• Directly contacting landowners with whom OCC had previously been in contact 
with; 

• Radio adverts; 

• Printed and online newspaper adverts;  

• Social media posts via the OCC Facebook page and Twitter feed; 

• Directly contacting Parish Councils; 

• Directly contacting OCC and District Councillors; and 

• Including phone numbers on all correspondence for people to call to ask 
questions and request information packs to be sent to them in the post. 

2.27 More information on the above means of promotion are detailed below. 

2.28 The online consultation room presented information boards on the Scheme, as well as 
details about the individual packages of work, illustrated in Figure 2. The room allowed 
stakeholders to communicate directly with members of the project team, via a live chat 
function. A copy of the materials shown in the online consultation room can be viewed 
at Appendix E. 

 

Figure 2: Screen grab showing the online consultation room 

2.29 To ensure that as many stakeholders as possible could participate in the consultation, 
including those who had restricted internet access, who were unable to view content 
online, or found it uncomfortable, a telephone number was made available for them to 
call. OCC officers were available to answer questions or arrange for printed versions of 
the consultation materials to be issued to stakeholders. A total of 27 people requested 
printed versions of the consultation materials including the boards, the FAQ document, 
feedback form and a stamp addressed envelope to return comments. 

2.30 The aim of the consultation was to gain feedback on the updated Scheme designs for 
consideration during later design stages. 

2.31 To publicise the consultation, a wide range of consultation activities were launched 
prior to and during the consultation. 
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2.32 Letters were sent to over 22,000 residences in the area advertising the consultation 
and providing high-level information on the Scheme, as well as the individual sections. 
Appendix F provides a copy of the letter sent out to local residences. 

2.33 A newspaper advert was published in the Herald series and Oxford Mail every 
Wednesday and Thursday from 18 March to 30 April 2020. A digital banner was also 
displayed on the newspaper websites from 19 March to 30 April 2020. The printed 
advert provided a brief introduction to the Scheme, alongside details of the online 
consultation. The digital advert allowed readers to click through to be redirected to the 
online consultation room. Please see Appendix G for a copy of the newspaper digital 
advertisement featured on The Herald website.  

2.34 A radio advert campaign was promoted across three Jack Media Oxfordshire Ltd radio 
stations, including Jack FM, Jack 2 and Jack 3 Oxfordshire. The advert ran from 2 April 
to 30 April 2020 and was broadcast a total of 525 times. The advert introduced the 
Scheme, highlighting the proposed road that will cross the River Thames and the 
Clifton Hampden bypass, and directed listeners to the online consultation room. A 
mobile phone number was also provided for those without internet access who wished 
to discuss the proposals or request hard copies. See Appendix H for confirmation of 
Jack FM airtime. 

2.35 Social media posts were also published on OCC’s Facebook and Twitter pages during 
the consultation period, promoting the online consultation room. A screen grab of the 
Twitter and Facebook social media post can be found in Appendix I. 

2.36 An email was sent out to members of the press and local councillors the day before 
the consultation began, notifying them that the online consultation room was live.  

2.37 Emails were also issued to 415 stakeholders the day the consultation began, these 
included Parish Councils, local businesses, schools, and landowners. 

2.38 Table 3 provides a breakdown of how respondents heard about the consultation. In 
total, 686 consultation responses were received. It should be noted that there were 
181 respondents who did not provide a response. Table 3 is based on 505 
respondents and respondents could select more than one response. 

Table 3: Method of how people heard about the consultation 

Method Number of responses 

Letter (as a local resident) 340 

Letter (as a named landowner) 6 

Newspaper advert (in the paper) 15 

Newspaper advert (online) 3 

Radio advert 8 

OCC Facebook 21 

OCC Twitter 7 

OCC website 14 

OCC email 25 

From your parish council 32 
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Method Number of responses 

From your employer 23 

Word of mouth 82 

Other 43 

Total 619 

2.39 Respondents were asked to provide comments in relation to each of the four scheme 
sections and for any general comments on the proposed Scheme as a whole. Open-
ended comment boxes were provided for each of the five questions. Responses for 
each question have been analysed and then grouped into common themes. All 
feedback collected was categorised into key themes which were subsequently 
analysed and are presented in section 3 of this report. 

2.40 In addition to the wider consultation, a Walking, Cycling and Horse-Riding Assessment 
and Review (WCHAR) was undertaken to gain an understanding of all relevant 
existing facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians (the users) in the local area, 
to provide background user information that could be referred to throughout the design 
process and to identify opportunities for improvement for users. Further detail about 
this engagement is outlined in the section titled ‘Targeted Consultation’.  

Targeted Consultation 

2.41 Constructive engagement with stakeholders has been valuable to the development of 
the Scheme design. This section provides an overview of the targeted engagement 
activities undertaken with groups identified based on their potential to be impacted or 
interested in the proposals.  

Elected members and Parish Councils  

2.42 Engagement with elected members and Parish Councils began in 2018 and has 
continued throughout the development of the Scheme through to the submission of the 
planning application. This engagement has taken various forms including: 

• Briefings 

• In-person and online meetings 

• Site walkovers 

• Email correspondence 

2.43 Engagement has taken place with elected members and parish councils outlined in 
Table 4 to encourage open and transparent dialogue and provide updated plans as the 
Scheme developed. 

Table 4: List of elected members and Parish Councils 

Parish & Town Councils Elected members 

Appleford Parish Council Elected member for Sutton Courtenay and 

Marcham Division  

Berinsfield Parish Council Elected member for Hendreds and Harwell Division  
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Burcot and Clifton Hampden Parish Council Elected member for Didcot East and Hagbourne 

Division  

Culham Parish Council Elected member for Didcot West Division  

Didcot Town Council  Elected member for Didcot Ladygrove Division  

Harwell Parish Council Elected member for Wallingford Division  

Didcot Town Council Elected member for Berinsfield and Garsington 

Division  

Long Wittenham Parish Council   

Milton (Abingdon) Parish Council   

Nuneham Courtenay Parish Council  

Sutton Courtenay Parish Council   

Newington Parish Council  

Stadhampton Parish Council  

2.44 Table 5 outlines the key themes discussed with elected members and Parish Councils 
during online and in-person meetings held in 2020 and 2021. 

Table 5: Key themes discussed with elected members and parish councils during online and 

in-person meetings held in 2020 and 2021. 

Theme Scheme section Comments 

Public Rights of Way (PRoW) A4130 Widening 

It was highlighted that Cow Lane Bridleway 

(243/1/10) is often unusable in the winter months 

due to the surface. It was explained that the 

proposal for Cow Lane Bridleway is to relocate 

the entrance and replicate the existing gate 

feature. Any improvements to the surface will be 

delivered by the developer of Valley Park. 

Construction A4130 Widening 

Following public consultation, OCC have revised 

the A1430 widening scheme to retain the existing 

southern ditch. The redesign retains circa. 60% of 

the ditch, this will enable the construction of the 

majority of new carriageway to be done offline. 

Pedestrian and cycling 

Infrastructure 

 

Didcot Science Bridge 

Confirmation that the proposed bi-directional 

cycleways on the link between the Didcot Science 

Bridge and the A4130 Northern Perimeter Road 

will have priority over vehicles over most 

junctions. 

Didcot to Culham River 

Crossing 

Pedestrian and cycling provision on the river 

crossing have been relocated to the eastern side 

of the road, improving the pedestrian and cycle 

connectivity to Appleford village. 

The cycle strategy for the River Thames Crossing 

has been revised, which switches the 3m bi-

directional cycleway from the western to eastern 
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kerb line. The re-design provides an improvement 

in terms of connection to the proposed cycle links 

on the A415 and potential connection to the River 

Thames towpath. 

Design 
Didcot to Culham River 

Crossing 

Concern that the river crossing proximity is too 

close to Appleford. OCC explained that the 

alignment was moved further away following 

feedback from the 2018 consultation. Officers 

explained they had reviewed various options and 

for reasons of land-use, topography, transport 

planning, environmental and cost constraints, the 

current and approved alignment, with mitigation, 

still offers the best option for the new road and 

bridges between Didcot and Culham. The scheme 

section proposes a roundabout on B4016 towards 

Sutton Courtenay, rather than a priority junction 

as for Appleford. This is because a roundabout 

reduces speeds on the new river crossing road 

and makes it more convenient for vehicles from 

the Sutton Courtenay direction to pull out onto the 

new road.  

Traffic Clifton Hampden Bypass 

Discussed changes to the Clifton Hampden 

Bypass as a result of the 2020 consultation. 

These included lowering the speed limit to allow 

the road alignment to be moved further north 

away from residential properties,  removal of the 

roundabout (instead providing a right turn lane 

junction) and helping to move the road further 

north and make drivers less likely to continue 

using the village as a through route. Possibility to 

not include street lighting at this junction to help 

maintain the rural feel of the area and reduce 

visual impacts. 

EIA scoping consultation 

2.45 During the 2020 consultation period, a number of statutory and non-statutory 
stakeholders were consulted on the Scoping Opinion. A Scoping Report was submitted 
to the Local Planning Authority in April 2020 and helped form the basis of the 
Environmental Statement (ES). 

2.46 Burcot and Clifton Hampden Parish Council, Culham Parish Council, Harwell Parish 
Council and Sutton Courtenay Parish Council responded to the EIA scoping 
consultation. A summary of the feedback is outlined in Table 6. 

Table 6: Summary of the feedback from the 2020 EIA scoping consultation 

Parish Council  Summary of feedback 

Burcot and Clifton 

Hampden Parish 

Council 

Request for an assessment of the direct and indirect effects of the Scheme on the 

Oxford Green Belt (OGB) and mitigation of effects informed by evidence from 

proposed changes to landscape, visual impact, biodiversity and recreation. 

Concerns of environmental impacts during construction and post completion of 

the Scheme across the wider district. Request for traffic modelling and air quality 

sites at or beyond the northern end of the Clifton Hampden Bypass. 



Didcot Garden Town Housing Infrastructure 
Fund Programme (HIF1) 
Statement of Community Involvement 

 
 

  
  
  

 

 
Prepared for:  Oxfordshire County Council   
GEN_PD-ACM-GEN-DGT_ZZ_ZZ_ZZ-RP-ZH-0001 FINAL.docx 

AECOM 
27 

 

Insight into the noise and vibration impact for residential dwellings adjacent to the 

A415 by the Culham Science Centre, or at the northern end of the bypass on the 

B4015.  

Culham Parish Council 

Request for the ES to include a description of alternative routes considered for 

the location of the Didcot to Culham River Crossing and a description of the main 

reasons for selecting the chosen option. 

Request for the ES to be in line with other developments, e.g. proposed 

expansion of the Didcot to Oxford Railway line. The quantitative assessment 

should include consideration of issues such as flood risk, landscape and visual 

impacts, permanent loss of agricultural land, light pollution, air quality impacts, 

noise and vibration, nature conservation impacts, fragmentation of agricultural 

land holdings, water quality and traffic impacts. 

Harwell Parish Council  

Harwell Parish Council had no objections, but requested that the impact of road 

schemes and extra traffic volume to be taken into account and alternatives to 

using motor vehicles offered. 

Sutton Courtenay 

Parish Council  

Sutton Courtenay Parish Council objected to the proposal on the basis of unclear 

guidance on how the work will be implemented and the traffic impact on Sutton 

Courtenay both during construction and when operational. There are concerns 

over the cumulative impact of future developments following implementation.  

Sutton Courtenay Parish Council also objected regarding the negative impact on 

Sutton Courtenay in respect of noise and light pollution both during and after 

construction and also, vibrations caused by construction works. 

Appleford-on-Thames Position Paper  

2.47 Appleford Parish Council (APC) submitted a Position Paper in January 2021, 
summarising its position on the Didcot to Culham River Crossing scheme. Though 
APC support the proposed road and river crossing, the predominant areas of concern 
covered within the paper included consultation, road alignment and junction type. See 
Appendix J and K for the full Appleford-on-Thames Position paper and OCC’s 
response respectively. 

2.48 OCC responded to the position paper in March 2021, addressing the concerns of APC. 
This is detailed below. 

Consultation 

2.49 APC criticised OCC’s consultation regarding the Scheme, stating “its disappointment 
with aspects of the consultation process which omitted relevant and important 
information of concern to residents”. 

2.50 OCC responded by summarising that “OCC maintains that extensive consultation has 
been undertaken over many years. In both the 2018 and 2020 Scheme consultations, 
OCC received comments from Appleford residents regarding the location of the road 
and bridge in relation to the village. OCC has investigated options to address these 
concerns, and where feasible has moved the Scheme further west, away from the 
village.” 

Road Alignment  

2.51 APC requested that the alignment for the Didcot to Culham River Crossing be moved 
further west from the village. APC went on to suggest OCC consider alternative routes, 
including traversing a modern land fill site with on-going operations, or through a lake.  
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2.52 OCC responded by summarising that “Officers have reviewed various alignment 
options in response to the APC Position Paper and for reasons of land-use, 
topography, transport planning, environmental and cost constraints, the current and 
approved alignment, with mitigation, still offers the best option for the new road and 
bridges between Didcot and Culham.” 

Junction Type 

2.53 APC stated that they do not agree with the proposed un-signalised ghost right T-
junction that will join the new road from the existing B1016 Appleford Road. Stating 
that “This will require drivers to wait to join the traffic on the proposed road, followed by 
an approach to a roundabout that will provide a turn-off to Sutton Courtenay. This 
arrangement will impede vehicle movement between the two villages.” 

2.54 OCC maintains that the junction is the most suitable layout. Stating that “Officers have 
advised that a balance must be found to enable Appleford residents to access the new 
road, without inviting significant numbers of drivers from other areas to travel through 
the village. The proposed junction has been designed in accordance with modern 
design standards, and many examples can be seen across the country.” 

2.55 OCC has continued to liaise with APC on these matters, with APC proposing additional 
alternative routes. OCC has reviewed all proposals and informed APC that the 
previous position remains. 

Walking Cycling and Horse-riding (WCH) engagement 

Walking, Cycling and Horse-rider Assessment and Review (WCHAR) 

2.56 During the 2020 consultation period, engagement with local non-motorised user (NMU) 
groups, including Walking, Cycling and Horse-riders, was undertaken to inform the 
production of the WCHAR. The aim of the WCHAR was to gain an understanding of all 
relevant existing facilities for these groups and provide local insight that can be 
referred to throughout the design process to identify improvement opportunities for 
these types of users. 

2.57 A WCH specific questionnaire was produced and sent on 8 April 2020 to 24 
stakeholders representing 14 different organisations and interest groups, including 
OCC officers responsible for Public Rights of Way, public health and active travel. A 
total of seven questionnaire responses were submitted by the following groups: 

• Harwell Campus Bicycle Users Group (HarBUG); 

• Cyclox, Cycling UK; 

• Milton Park Bike Users’ Group (MilBUG); 

• Oxfordshire Cycling Network (OCN); 

• Oxfordshire Transport and Access Group (OXTRAG);  

• Public Rights of Way Access Strategy & Development; and  

• Oxfordshire County Council Public Health 

2.58 The British Horse Society (BHS) was also consulted in relation to the WCHAR, and a 
meeting was held with a BHS representative.  

2.59 In general, all respondents to the questionnaire supported the walking cycling and 
horse-riding improvements. 
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2.60 The WCHAR questionnaire feedback included suggestions on how further 
improvements can be made for people who wish to walk, cycle or horse ride. This 
feedback has been incorporated within the planning application submission where 
possible.   

2.61 A WCHAR Report for each of the Scheme’s sections has been submitted alongside the 
ES as part of the planning application submission. 

2021 Briefings  

2.62 Engagement with WCH groups continued into 2021. Online briefings were held to 
provide groups with an update on the project and highlight changes to the proposed 
plans as a result of the consultation. These included: 

• Harwell Campus Bicycle Users Group (HarBUG);  

• Culham Science Centre Bicycle Users Group (CulBUG);  

• Oxfordshire Cycling Network (OCN);  

• Oxfordshire Transport and Access Group (OXTRAG); and  

• The British Horse Society.  

2.63 The briefings began with a short presentation, followed by a run-through of the non-
technical general arrangement drawings.  

2.64 Several members of the project team were in attendance and attendees were 
encouraged to comment and ask questions throughout the briefings. A summary of the 
discussions is outlined in Table 7. 

Table 7: Summary of the discussions during briefing sessions with WCH groups 

Theme Scheme 

section 

Comment Response 

Pedestrian 

and cycling 

Infrastructure 

 

General 

 

Comments focused on types of 

surface and how they will be laid, and 

delineation to be used on shared 

paths. 

Asphalt surfacing with no lining, and 

machine techniques will be used where 

possible. 

Request to consider how street 

furniture and lighting is incorporated, 

and types of tactile used at crossings 

to aid people with visual and mobility 

difficulties. 

This will be addressed during the 

detailed design phase. 

Question raised as to whether horse-

riders will be able to use the shared 

pedestrian/cycle path. 

Paths have been designed to facilitate 

pedestrian and cycle movements. OCC 

will explore the legalities of designating 

the pedestrian/cycle path to include 

horse-riders. 

A4310 

Widening 

Request for proposal to be amended 

to include less swale and more verge. 

The verge in this area comprises of 

existing vegetation. There is the need 

to retain as much vegetation as 

possible for ecology reasons and 

provide sufficient drainage. 
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Request for the final crossing to be 

changed from a toucan crossing to a 

parallel crossing. 

This cannot be done due to the speed 

limit. 

Didcot Science 

Bridge 

Enquired as to whether the bridge 

itself will be able to facilitate 

wheelchair users and provide rest 

stop areas. 

Yes, it will be able to facilitate 

wheelchair users and other users i.e. 

cyclists and pushchairs. Flatter areas 

(possibly including benches) will be 

included on the bridge approaches to 

allow people to rest. 

Could a “zig zag” path be used to 

connect the bridge and the A4130. 

A “zig-zag” path from the embankment 

to the A4130 is not possible due to the 

noted land constraints. However, the 

developers of Valley Park will be 

building a link from the Science Bridge 

roundabout to the A4130. 

Asked if the shared path to the rear of 

the lagoon (at Southmead Industrial 

Estate) could be moved closer to the 

carriageway. 

The shared path is located to the rear 

of the lagoon due to constraints with 

utilities. However, from a safety 

perspective, non-motorised user 

sections are currently being designed to 

be lit throughout the Scheme. 

Clifton 

Hampden 

Bypass 

It was noted that there is a lack of a 

connection between each side of 

A4074. 

Unfortunately, this is beyond the extent 

of the Scheme, although there are 

options for future development to link 

these up. 

Design Didcot to 

Culham River 

Crossing  

Asked if it possible to make the 

splitter island at the roundabout 

bigger with the crossings further 

back?  

OCC noted the request, explaining 

there is little demand for a crossing 

here because people will likely use 

other routes. However, site developers 

will be responsible for fixing any issues 

with existing accesses.  

Environment General Recommendation to include grass 

strips throughout the Scheme to help 

prevent debris spreading from the 

highway. 

OCC confirmed that grass strips would 

be incorporated where possible, 

although these are unlikely to feature 

on structures such as the River 

Crossing Bridge. 

Traffic A4130 

Widening 

Request for details of speed reducing 

methods. 

Speed has been reduced to 40mph and 

lanes have been narrowed with 

additional landscaping incorporated. 

Clifton 

Hampden 

Bypass 

What is the speed limit? The speed limit along this section has 

been reduced to 50mph (with the 

exception of roundabout approaches). 

This allowed for the curve to be 

increased and for the alignment of the 

road to be moved further away from the 

nearby Clifton Hampden village. The 

speed limit approaching the roundabout 

has also been reduced, from 60mph to 

40mph. 
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A comment was made that Nuneham 

Courtney traffic will increase in the 

future, noting that the area is already 

difficult for pedestrians. Suggested 

that the proposed new development 

sites will only make this worse and a 

bypass may be needed here. 

The Scheme will enable development 

sites to concentrate on how they can 

promote active modes of travel. 

However, people will be able to raise 

issues with individual developments 

during the planning process for the 

developments themselves. 

Public Rights 

of Way 

A4130 

Widening 

Details of Cow Brook bridleway be 

affected. 

Access to Cow Brook bridleway will 

move as a result of the Scheme. The 

Valley Park development should 

provide improvements to the bridleway 

which will likely include an upgrade to 

the surface to make the path more user 

friendly. The entrance to the bridleway 

will join to the proposed shared 

pedestrian/cycle path. 

 

2.65 The design team will continue to engage with these interest groups and consider 
opportunities for further improvements throughout the progression of the Scheme’s 
detailed design stage. 

2.66 Discussions regarding bus stop provision have also taken place to ensure that future 
bus services are appropriate to encourage public transport use. Bus stop infrastructure 
has been designed in consultation with OCC Transport and Public Transport 
Operators. An online workshop with Thames Travel and Oxford Bus Company took 
place in June 2020. Further liaison with the bus operators was undertaken as designs 
evolved. 

Website 

2.67 Following the 2020 online virtual exhibition, all information and associated materials 
continued to be accessible to the public, including the exhibition boards and FAQs. A 
notification was published on the platform informing visitors that the consultation was 
closed. 

2.68 In Spring 2021, the online consultation room was taken offline, and a new, dedicated 
project webpage was launched on the OCC website to provide stakeholders and 
interested parties with an update on the Scheme’s progression and updated designs. 
The page provides an overview of the Scheme, its funding and connection to Local 
Plans and policies. It also outlines the objectives and benefits of the Scheme. 

2.69 Contact information has also been made available should visitors have questions 
about the overall Scheme package or its individual sections. 
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3. Feedback and analysis 

Introduction 

3.1 This section of the SCI provides a summary of the feedback received during the 2018 
and 2020 consultation stages. For both 2018 and 2020, feedback was submitted via 
online and hard-copy feedback forms.  

3.2 On 15th October 2019, a Cabinet Report was published in which the Cabinet 
recommended for the HIF1 programme to be included in the Capital Programme and 
be allocated funding. In addition to the Cabinet Report, a consultation report was 
produced containing a summary of the feedback received from the 2018 consultation. 
The consultation report has been used to form the basis of the analysis section for the 
2018 consultation.   

3.3 On 20th July 2020, a second Cabinet Report was published that set out the steps taken 
to progress the HIF1 programme, in which the Cabinet recommended to approve the 
preferred alignments. Details and feedback from the 2020 consultation were also 
contained within the Annex of the Cabinet Report. The Annex of the Cabinet Report 
has been used to form the basis of the analysis section for the 2020 consultation. 

2018 public consultation   

3.4 As part of the 2018 consultation, which involved an in-person exhibition (7 and 17 
November 2018) and online exhibition (2 – 25 November 2018), 307 feedback forms 
were submitted by stakeholders. These comprised 236 responses submitted online, 56 
via hard-copy forms, 14 via email and 1 via post. A breakdown is provided in Figure 3. 
The feedback form asked two demographic questions which are outlined in Section 3.3 
and 3.4. The main feedback form question is outlined in Section 3.5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: How feedback was submitted during the 2018 consultation (307 responses)  

3.5 The feedback form asked respondents to specify whether they lived and/or worked in 
Didcot or the surrounding area. 36% of respondents stated that they lived in the 
surrounding area, followed by 30% of respondents who stated they lived in Didcot. 
24% stated that they worked in the surrounding area, followed by 9% who stated they 
worked in Didcot. A breakdown of the responses is provided in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4: Breakdown of whether respondents lived and/or worked in Didcot or the surrounding 

area (307 responses) 

3.6 The feedback form also asked respondents to state whether they were responding as 
an individual, business/group/organisation or on behalf of a parish/town/district/county 
council. 90% of respondents were answering as an individual, followed by 8% on 
behalf of a business/group/organisation and only 2% were answering on behalf of a 
parish/town/district or county council. A breakdown of the responses is provided in   

Figure 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5: Breakdown of respondent by type (individual, business, council) (307 responses) 

3.7 The main feedback form question asked respondents via an open-ended question: “Do 
you have any comments on the proposed package of strategic transport improvements 
for Didcot and the surrounding area to support planned growth?”. Each response has 
been allocated a category that best summarised the response. 

3.8 The first area of categorisation was based on whether respondents supported, 
objected or supported and objected to the package of schemes. Out of 109 responses, 
the majority of respondents supported the package of schemes (82%), with only 15% 
of respondents objecting to the package of schemes. 3% of respondents showed 
support and objection. A breakdown is provided in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6: Categorisation of whether respondents supported, objected or supported and 

objected to the package of schemes 

3.9 Whilst a number of respondents stated their overall support for specific sections of 
works, several also added comments stating they did not support the presented option 
or alignment. For the Culham to Didcot River Crossing, 29 of the respondents who 
supported the overall principle of the improvement also said they did not support the 
presented alignment. For the A4130 capacity improvements, five of the respondents 
who supported the overall principle of the improvement, also said they did not support 
the presented option. Finally, for the Science Bridge, one person supported the overall 
principle of the improvement, but also said they did not support the presented option. A 
breakdown is provided in Figure 7.  

 

Figure 7: Number of respondents that stated their overall support for a specific section of 

works, but also added comments stating they did not support the presented option or 

alignment 

3.10 65 respondents raised concerns over the Scheme or made suggestions for 
improvements. The largest concern was that the impact of the Scheme on local areas 
with 42% of respondents making reference to this. Specifically, 19% of respondents 
were concerned about the impact of the Didcot to Culham River Crossing on the 
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village of Appleford, 17% of respondents were concerned about the general impact of 
the entire Scheme on surrounding villages and junctions and 6% of respondents were 
concerned about the impact of the Clifton Hampden Bypass on the village of Clifton 
Hampden.  

3.11 39% of respondents suggested that more focus should be given to improving walking, 
cycling and public transport routes, 13% raised concerns over environmental impact of 
the Scheme and 6% raised concerns about how the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway 
will be incorporated. Respondents could provide more than one comment. A 
breakdown is provided in Figure 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Concerns and suggestions made during the 2018 consultation  

3.12 Other areas that respondent’s comments fell under included: 

- 11 people saying that further evidence was required for needing the 
improvement. 

- One person stated that the proposals were too late. 

- Eight people said they supported the Scheme, but more information was 
needed. 

3.13 A summary of the key topics mentioned for each of the Scheme sections is outlined 
below: 

A4130 Widening  
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- Impact of alignment 1 on the village of Appleford. 

- Alignment 1 would require two roundabouts on the A415. 

- Alignment 3 and 4 would link closely to Culham Science Centre and the 
proposed Clifton Hampden Bypass. 

- Consideration should be given of an alignment further west of Appleford using 
the existing Haul road. 

Clifton Hampden Bypass 

- The bypass should be further north or designed to be further away from 
properties. 

General 

- More focus to be made on public transport, cycling and walking. 

- Consequential traffic problems in Nuneham Courtenay, Stadhampton and 
Chiselhampton and Golden Balls Roundabout. 

- Concerns about how the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway will fit in with the 
schemes. 

- Schemes should be delivered prior to new housing development.  

- Consideration to improve the A34 needs to be made. 

- Concerns that new roads may encourage more traffic. 

- Traffic modelling/ traffic data was not shown to evidence how the schemes will 
help. 

- Concerns about the impact on the environment. 

2020 consultation 

3.14 As part of the 2020 consultation (20 March – 30 April 2020), 686 pieces of feedback 
were submitted by stakeholders. These comprised 613 responses submitted via the 
online consultation feedback form, 48 via email, 13 via hard copy posted forms, eight 
via the phone and four via the live chat in the online consultation room. A breakdown of 
how responses were submitted is provided in Figure 9.  
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Figure 9: Feedback methods for the 2020 consultation (686 responses) 

 

3.15 The feedback form asked two demographic questions which are outlined in section 
3.16 and 3.17. The main feedback form question is outlined in section 3.18. 

3.16 The feedback form asked respondents to specify whether they lived and/or worked in 
Didcot or the surrounding area. 37% of respondents stated that they lived in the 
surrounding area, followed by 33% of respondents who stated they lived in Didcot. 
23% stated that they worked in the surrounding area, followed by 6% who stated they 
worked in Didcot. A breakdown of the responses is provided in Figure 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 10: Breakdown of whether respondents to specify whether they lived and/or worked in 

Didcot or the surrounding area  

3.17 The feedback form also asked respondents to state whether they were responding as 
an individual, business/group/organisation or on behalf of a parish/town/district/county 
council. Of those who responded, 92% of respondents were answering as an 
individual, followed by 6% on behalf of a business/group/organisation and only 2% 
were answering on behalf of a parish/town/district or county council. A breakdown of 
the responses is provided in Figure 11. 
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Figure 11: Breakdown of respondent type (individual, business, council)  

 

3.18 The main feedback form requested comments on five areas including: 

1. Please provide us with comments you may have on the A4130 Widening Scheme.  

2. Please provide us with comments you may have on the Didcot Science Bridge 
Scheme.  

3. Please provide us with any comments you may have on the Didcot to Culham 
River Crossing Scheme. 

4. Please provide us with any comments you may have on Clifton Hampden Bypass 
Scheme. 

5. Please provide us with any general comments on the proposed package of 
strategic transport improvements. 

3.19 Analysis of each question is provided in sections 3.20 – 3.34. Note that where one 
respondent has made multiple comments that fit different categories, these comments 
have been counted twice and categorised as appropriate. Therefore, the total number 
of comments per category often totals above the number of responses submitted 
overall. 

Each question was categorised based on whether comments supported or objected to 
the Scheme, made a suggestion or asked a question. The majority of comments were 
supportive of the Scheme as can be seen in the summary in Figure 12. A full 
breakdown for each section of the Scheme, including themes can be found in the 
subsections below. 
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Figure 12:  Categorisation of on whether comments supported or objected the scheme(s), 

made a suggestion or asked a question 

Question 1: Please provide us with comments you may have on the A4130 Widening 
scheme. 

3.20 Most respondents were positive towards the A4130 Widening scheme with 43% 
making comments of support, compared with 18% making comments of objection. 
33% of comments made a suggestion and 6% were questions or seeking clarification 
on a point. See Figure 12.  

3.21 The comments received for Question 1 have been categorised into twelve themes 
outlined below and are presented in graphs based on sentiment including support, 
object, suggestion/consideration and question. 

3.22 Respondents were generally supportive of proposed improvements to cycling 
infrastructure, traffic movements and pedestrian infrastructure. However, concerns 
were raised with regard to impact on surrounding villages and junctions, environmental 
and construction impacts. See Figure 13. 
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Figure 13:  Sentiment analysis of Question 1, categorised into twelve themes  

Question 2: Please provide us with comments you may have on the Didcot Science 
Bridge scheme 

3.23 Most respondents were positive towards the Didcot Science Bridge scheme with 47% 
making comments of support, compared with 44% making comments of objection. 
29% of comments made a suggestion and 10% were questions or seeking clarification 
on a point. See Figure 12.  

3.24 The comments received for Question 2 have been categorised into thirteen themes 
outlined below and are presented in graphs based on sentiment including support, 
object, suggestion/consideration and question.  

3.25 Respondents were generally supportive of proposed improvements to pedestrian and 
cycling infrastructure, traffic movements and safety. However, concerns were raised 
with regards to environmental impacts, impacts on surrounding villages and junctions 
and bus infrastructure. See Figure 14. 
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Figure 14:  Sentiment analysis of Question 2, categorised into thirteen themes  

Question 3: Please provide us with comments you may have on the Didcot to Culham 
River Crossing scheme 

3.26 Most respondents were positive towards the Didcot to Culham River Crossings 
scheme with 36% making comments of support, compared to 26% making comments 
of objection. 30% of comments made a suggestion and 8% were questions or seeking 
clarification on a point. See Figure 12.  

3.27 The comments received for Question 3 have been categorised into thirteen themes 
outlined below and are presented in graphs based on sentiment including support, 
object, suggestion/consideration and question.  

3.28 Respondents were generally supportive of proposed improvements to cycling and 
pedestrian infrastructure and traffic movements. However, some concerns were raised 
with regards to road scheme design, environmental impacts, impacts on surrounding 
villages and junctions, safety and construction impact. See Figure 15. 
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Figure 15:  Sentiment analysis of Question 3, categorised into thirteen themes  

Question 4: Please provide us with comments you may have on the Clifton Hampden 
Bypass scheme 

3.29 Most respondents were positive towards the River Crossings scheme with 39% 
making comments of support, compared to 26% making comments of objection. 28% 
of comments made a suggestion and 7% were questions or seeking clarification on a 
point. See Figure 12.  

3.30 The comments received for Question 4 have been categorised into thirteen themes 
outlined below and are presented in graphs based on sentiment including support, 
object, suggestion/consideration and question.  

3.31 Respondents were generally supportive of proposed improvements to pedestrian 
infrastructure, traffic movements and Public Rights of Way. However, concerns were 
raised regarding road scheme design, environmental impact, impact on surrounding 
villages and junctions and safety. See Figure 16. 
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Figure 16:  Sentiment analysis of Question 4, categorised into thirteen themes  

Question 5: Please provide us with general comments on the proposed package of 
strategic transport improvements 

3.32 The final question asked respondents to provide general comments on the Scheme. 
Most respondents were positive with 44% making comments of support, compared 
with 21% making comments of objection. 27% of comments made a suggestion and 
9% were questions or seeking clarification on a point. See Figure 12.  

3.33 The comments received for Question 5 have been categorised into twelve themes 
outlined below and are presented in graphs based on sentiment including support, 
object, suggestion/consideration and question.  

3.34 Respondents were generally supportive of proposed improvements to pedestrian and 
cycling infrastructure and safety. However, some concerns were raised regarding 
impact on traffic movements, environmental impact, impact on surround villages and 
junctions and construction impact. See Figure 17. 
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Figure 17:  Sentiment analysis of Question 5, categorised into twelve themes  
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4. Scheme development 
4.1 This section explains how the feedback received from stakeholders has influenced the 

Scheme including the Scheme design, the approach to assessments (ES and other 
technical assessments), proposed mitigation and proposed planning contributions.  

Key Themes  

4.2 Throughout the 2018 and 2020 consultation periods a number of consistent key 
themes emerged through feedback received and discussions as part of one-to-one 
meetings.  

4.3 A summary of the key emerging themes are: 

• Traffic impact – comments related to speed limits, traffic capacity, impact on 
neighbouring villages and junctions. 

• Environmental – comments related to impact on air quality, noise and loss of 
roadside vegetation and biodiversity. 

• Cycle infrastructure – comments related to the inclusion of segregated 
cycleways and safe crossings, as well as connectivity to existing cycleways. 

• Pedestrian infrastructure – comments related to the inclusion of segregated 
pedestrian walkways and safe crossings including signalised crossings. 

• Bus infrastructure – comments related to the provision of additional bus stops 
as a more sustainable transport method.  

• Safety – comments related to concerns around a lack of segregation of walkways 
and cycleways from roads, speed limits and provision of safe pedestrian 
crossings. 

• Construction – comments related to potential disruption caused by construction 
and mitigation measures to be put in place, as well as how residents will be kept 
informed. 

• Public Rights of Way – comments related to how new the schemes will 
integrated with existing public rights of way and the provision of bridleways and 
pedestrian/cycling routes. 

Applicant’s response to key themes   

4.4 A summary of the key themes for each scheme are outlined in the tables below, along 
with a response by the design team.  

Table 8: Summary of the key themes for each scheme 

A4130 Widening  

Key theme Theme summary Response  

Traffic impact Key comments included 
speed limits to protect 
pedestrians, traffic capacity, 
increased volume through 
Didcot town and too much 
focus on road development 
rather than improving 

Traffic speeds have been determined by considering the 
existing speed limits and the future adjacent land use, 
which will see an increase in the number of pedestrians 
and cyclists. The speed limit for the A4130 Widening is 
40mph (with the exception of a small section at the 
eastern end of the scheme which is 30mph). On the 
main road, pedestrians and cyclists will be generally set 
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infrastructure for sustainable 
transport options.   

back from the carriageway edge, and controlled 
crossings will be provided where they are expected to 
cross the roads. On the side roads lower speed limits 
are proposed. A full Transport Assessment and traffic 
modelling assessment have been undertaken to assess 
traffic impact of the scheme. Further details can be 
found in Section 5: Modelling Assessment and Section 
6: Assessment of Impacts in the supporting Transport 

Assessment.    

Environmental Key comments included the 
impact on air quality and 
noise, and the consideration 
of planting to take account for 
loss of roadside trees and 
improve the landscape, acting 
as natural sound barriers.   

Landscaping has been carefully considered, and where 
possible trees and bushes along the southern ditch will 
be retained. New planting is proposed along the 
new/widened road, with new grassland, trees and 
shrubs to be planted to improve the landscape and 
soften the impact of the new infrastructure.  

Detailed ecological assessments of the existing 
condition and proposed scenario have been undertaken 
to ensure any ecological impacts are mitigated.  See the 
Environmental Statement (ES) for details. 

Noise and air impacts have also been considered and 
assessed. Where the scheme results in adverse impact, 
mitigation measures have been proposed to minimise 
the impact.  See Chapter 10: Noise and Vibration and 
Chapter 6: Air Quality in the ES for details. 

Cycle 
infrastructure 

Key comments included the 
provision of segregated 
cycleways to improve safety 
for cyclists at crossings and 
requests to consider 
signalised crossings.   

Cyclist safety is a top consideration which is why the 
latest Cycle Infrastructure Design standards have been 
followed to provide the required stopping sight distance 
(SSD) for cyclists. The greatest practical separation has 
been provided between the carriageway and cycleway, 
and green infrastructure is incorporated to create a more 
pleasant and less traffic-dominated environment to 
encourage more active travel. Signalised toucan 
crossings are proposed where cyclists are expected to 
cross the proposed 40mph road.   

Previously, the signalised junction at the western access 
of the Valley Park development was proposed as a 
staggered crossing. However, due to comments raised 
within the Walking, Cycling, Horse-riding Assessment 
and Review (WCHAR) report, this has now been 
updated to an in-line layout 

Pedestrian 
infrastructure  

Key comments included the 
provision of segregated 
walkways for pedestrians to 
improve safety.    

Segregated cycleways and footways are provided on 
the southern side of the carriageway. Shared use 
footways are proposed north of Backhill Roundabout, at 
accesses to new developments, and at tie-in locations. 
This is a result of delivering consistent facilities, and 
constrained available widths that prevent provision of 

segregated facilities.   

Bus 
infrastructure 

Key comments included the 
need for additional bus stops 
and bus only lanes across the 
scheme. 

The locations of bus stops have been identified through 
discussions with OCC Transport and Public Transport 
Operators to ensure that they accommodate future bus 
services serving the local area.   

The preliminary stage review identified opportunities for 
four new bus stops (two in each direction), which 
support the existing and potential new bus route(s) 
along this scheme. Two of the proposed bus stops have 
already been provided west of the Backhill roundabout, 
another two will be placed at the Valley Park T-junction 
and the other two will be located east of the old A4130 
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roundabout. Traffic modelling does not currently support 
the need for bus lanes. 

Safety Key comments included a lack 
of segregation of 
cycle/footways from the dual 
carriageway, with safety 
barriers mentioned by a 
number of respondents. Traffic 
speeds were mentioned as an 
area causing safety concerns.    

The greatest practical separation has been provided 
between the carriageway and cycleway, and green 
infrastructure is incorporated to create a more pleasant 
and less traffic-dominated environment to encourage 
more active travel. An indicative safety barrier design 
has been developed using relevant guidance including 
“Requirement for Road Restraint Systems” and “Design 
& Maintenance Guidance for Local Authority Roads - 
Provision of Road Restraint Systems on Local Authority 
Roads”. A lower, more consistent speed limit is 
proposed, along with three new roundabouts and a new 
signalised junction which should result in lower traffic 
speeds.   

Construction Key comments included 
concerns about disruption 
caused as a result of 
construction and requests for 
clarity over what measures 
would be put in place to keep 

residents informed.   

As with any major infrastructure improvement scheme, 
some impacts will be caused due to construction. 
However, a Construction Management Plan will be 
produced prior to works starting to outline the mitigation 
measures in place to ensure disruption is kept to a 
minimum.   

Public Rights 
of Way 

Respondents raised concerns 
over a lack of consideration 
for horse riders, through 
provision of bridleways and 
circular routes, and lack of 
clarify for how public rights of 
way integrate with proposed 
road network.   

A Walking, Cycling, Horse-riding Assessment and 
Review (WCHAR) was completed for the scheme and 
the British Horse Society has been engaged to provide 
comments for consideration. It was initially indicated that 
there is little demand for equestrian use of the public 
rights of ways the immediate area of the A4130 scheme. 
However, subsequent meetings it was noted that riders 
may still want to use the A4130 and the legality of this 

needed to be understood.   

 

Didcot Science Bridge 

Key theme Theme summary Response  

Traffic impact Key comments included 
upgrading the proposals for 
the Didcot Science Bridge to a 
dual carriageway, rather single 
lanes in both directions, and 
more consideration of 
commercial vehicles. Also, 
consideration to provide better 
connections from Great 
Western Park and Milton 

Road to the new road. 

The future traffic model has indicated that forecast 
volumes can be accommodated in a single carriageway, 
and a wider road is not required. Commercial vehicles 
have been fully considered in the design and the 
proposed road geometry will support the largest legal 
vehicles. Given the level difference between the 
proposed Didcot Science Bridge (that must pass over 
the electrified rail line) and the surrounding 
developments, opportunities to directly link the new road 
to these developments are limited. Where practical, 
connections have been provided although these might 
not be on the most direct alignment. 

Environmental Key comments included the 
removal of green space and 
trees resulting in a loss of 
natural wildlife habitat and 
sound barriers, leading to 
increased noise and air quality 

impacts.    

Detailed ecological assessments of the existing 
condition and proposed scenario have been undertaken 
to ensure any ecological impacts are mitigated.  See the 
Environmental Statement (ES) for details.  

Noise and air impact have also been considered and 
assessed.  Where the scheme results in adverse 
impact, mitigation measures have been proposed to 
minimise the impact.  See Chapter 10: Noise and 
Vibration and Chapter 6: Air Quality in the ES for details. 
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Cycle 
infrastructure 

Key comments included 
concerns regarding cycling 
connectivity to GWP and 
Milton Park, a lack of 
controlled/signalised 
crossings for cyclists and not 
enough segregation between 
vehicles and cyclists.   

Connectivity for cyclists and pedestrians is proposed to 
be provided by developers along the foot of the 
approach embankments to the Didcot Science Bridge. 
To Great Western Park a shared use path is proposed to 
the east of the southern embankment through the 
planned Valley Park development. For Milton Park, a 
similar path is proposed to the east of the northern 
embankment through the approved Data Centre 
development linking to Milton Road. A buffer strip 
meeting the Designing for walking, cycling and horse-
riding standards is to be provided between the 
carriageway and cycleway, and with traffic speeds along 
this section to be much slower than the rest of the HIF1 
scheme, this is considered appropriate. Four controlled 
parallel cycle-pedestrian crossings are proposed at 
regular intervals, giving priority for pedestrians and 
cyclists over other road users, and a signalised toucan 
crossing is proposed at the eastern end where the 
National Cycle Network Route 5 crosses the new road.    

Pedestrian 
infrastructure  

Key comments included lack 
of signalised crossings for 
pedestrians and poor 
connectivity to Milton Park. 
Suggestions included the 
provision of green segregated 

walking routes.   

 Four controlled parallel cycle-pedestrian crossings are 
proposed at regular intervals giving priority for cyclists 
and pedestrians over other road users, with traffic 
speeds along this section to be much slower than the 
rest of the HIF1 scheme, this is considered appropriate. 
A signalised toucan crossing is proposed at the eastern 
end where the National Cycle Network Route 5 crosses 
the new road and where crossing volumes are expected 
to be greater.  

Connectivity for cyclists and pedestrians is proposed to 
be provided by developers along the eastern foot of the 
northern embankment through the approved Data 
Centre development linking to Milton Road and on to 

Milton Park.  

Pedestrians will generally be segregated from vehicles 
and cyclists. For the majority of the scheme, pedestrians 
will be more than 3m away from the edge of the main 
road (behind the cycleway), and where widths allow at 
the eastern end, landscaped areas are proposed to 
enhance the walking experience. 

Bus 
infrastructure 

Key comments included a lack 
of consideration for priority 
being given to public transport 
over cars and requests for 
improvements to the bus 
services and frequencies to 
encourage public transport 
usage.    

Currently due to the severance created by the River 
Thames and GWML as well as severe congestion in 
Didcot and surrounding villages this has resulted in poor 
journey time reliability. Therefore, bus services and 
patronage are currently low in Didcot and Science Vale. 
As a result, Didcot does not have the demand to support 
an increase in the amount of buses per hour and for 
dedicated lanes/priority junctions. OCC and bus 
operators discussed and agreed the benefits of Didcot 
Science Bridge in reducing congestion at the known 
traffic hotspots in Didcot and the bus stops within 
scheme itself, noting there would not be any bus priority 
at junctions. See Options Appraisal Report, Section 5, 
Option 5 for more information.  

Safety Key comments included the 
safety of the connecting new 
road to the A4130 and 
suitability for turning traffic. 
Comments were also made in 
relation to implementing traffic 
management measures to 

enforce the speed limit.   

The new Didcot Science Bridge and associated link road 
will be subject to a 30mph speed limit. This reflects the 
proposed developments along the road, and planned 
walking and cycling facilities. Visibility has been checked 
at the new T-junction between the new Science Bridge 
Link Road and the old A4130. A toucan crossing is also 
proposed to the east of the ghost right T-junction with 
traffic islands in the centre of the carriageway to prevent 
overtaking through the crossing and junction.  
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While outside of this scheme’s scope, it is suggested to 
reduce the current 50mph speed limit on the existing 
A4130 between the Purchas Road roundabout and the 
Mendip Heights roundabout to 30mph. This is to reflect 
the removed strategic importance of this link and to 
promote road safety and the use by non-motorised 
users. 

Construction Key comments included 
requests for the Science 
Bridge to be constructed 
before the A4130 work 
commences and for mitigation 
measures to be put in place to 

reduce the noise.   

A Construction Management Plan (CMP) will be 
produced prior to works starting to outline the mitigation 
measures in place to ensure disruption is kept to a 
minimum and appropriate noise reduction measures 
incorporated. The CMP will also consider the 
construction phasing of the Science Bridge and A4130 

to minimise the impact of construction works.   

Public Rights 
of Way 

Respondents raised concerns 
over a lack of consideration 
for horse riders, through 
provision of bridleways and 
circular routes, and lack of 
clarify for how public rights of 
way integrate with proposed 

road network.   

 

A WCHAR was completed for the scheme and the 
British Horse Society has been engaged to provide 
comment for consideration. It was indicated that these is 
little demand for equestrian use of the public rights of 
ways in the immediate area of the Didcot Science 
Bridge scheme. However, subsequent meetings it was 
noted that riders may still use the surrounding roads at 
weekends and the legality of this needed to be 
understood.     

Didcot to Culham River Crossing 

Key theme Theme summary Response  

Traffic impact Key comments included the 
displacement of traffic causing 
congestion elsewhere, 
particularly in Sutton 
Courtenay, Abington, at the 
Golden Balls roundabout, 
around the A415 and along 
the river crossing. Concerns 
were also raised around the 
lack of provision for more 
sustainable forms of transport. 
As well as the impact of rat 
running through neighbouring 
villages and noise from traffic 
due to the proximity of the 
single lane bridge to the 
surrounding villages.      

A full Transport Assessment and traffic modelling 
assessment have been undertaken to assess traffic 
impact of the scheme. Further details can be found in 
the supporting Transport Assessment. 

The new road is forecast to take traffic away from 
neighbouring villages by providing a new route that is 
more direct and improves journey times between Didcot 
and Culham 

 

Environmental Key comments included the 
impact on the Appleford 
Gravel Pits, as well as 
potential loss of wildlife and 
plants. Respondents 
requested for consideration to 
reduce noise impacts through 
tree planting and improving air 
quality.   

Detailed ecological assessments of the existing 
condition and proposed scenario have been undertaken 
to ensure any ecological impacts are mitigated.  See 
Environmental Statement (ES) for details.  

Noise and air impacts have also been considered and 
assessed.  Where the scheme results in adverse 
impact, mitigation measures have been proposed to 
minimise the impact.  See Chapter 10: Noise and 
Vibration and Chapter 9: Air Quality in the ES for details. 

Cycle 
infrastructure 

Key commented included 
requests for segregated 
cycleways on either side of 
the crossings and widening of 
cycle paths. Clarification is 
sought for how the proposals 

Segregated footway/cycleways are proposed along the 
whole length of the new link road comprising of a 2.0m 
wide footway and 4.0m (3.0m on bridge structures) wide 
cycleway adjacent to the southbound carriageway. In 
the southern section of the new link road, through the 
proposed Enterprise Zone, a segregated 2.0m wide 
footway and 3.0m wide cycleway is also provided on the 
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link NCN5 to the cycling 
provisions.    

western side of the road. On the A415, a segregated 
footway and cycleway is proposed on the northern side 
of the carriageway towards Clifton Hampden Bypass.  
The scheme includes four toucan crossings and five 
parallel cycle-pedestrian crossings which are positioned 
to ensure the most appropriate routes are maintained.  

A bridleway is proposed to connect the new link road 

with the National Cycling Route 5 adjacent to Hill Farm. 

Pedestrian 
infrastructure  

Key comments included lack 
of controlled and signalised 
crossings for pedestrians, 

which impacts on their safety.    

The proposed scheme will include traffic signal 
equipment at four toucan crossings, these have been 
positioned in such a way to maximise visibility of signals 
for traffic and on the most appropriate route for users of 
the crossing. As part of the preliminary design, five 
parallel cycle-pedestrian crossings have been 
incorporated where considered appropriate based on 

demand.    

Bus 
infrastructure 

Key comments included a lack 
of bus stops for Appleford and 
Sutton Courtenay junctions.   

Two bus stops are proposed in this location as part of 
the design to support future demand for public transport.    

Safety Key comments included 
provision of safe crossings for 
WCHs under the Didcot Park 
railway and more bus stops 
and safe provisions for public 

transport.   

A Walking, Cycling and Horse-Riding Assessment and 
Review (WCHAR) report has been carried out and 
reviewed through the design process.  Opportunities 
and issues were raised, considered and incorporated 
into the design where appropriate to provide for WCHs.   

Construction Key comments included the 
maintenance of the Didcot 
Northern Perimeter Road and 
rail access during construction 
to minimise disruption to 
businesses and commuters.    

A Construction Management Plan (CMP) will be 
produced prior to works starting to outline the mitigation 
measures in place to ensure disruption is kept to a 
minimum.  

The scheme should not impact rail access. 

Public Rights 
of Way 

A small number of 
respondents raised concerns 
over a lack of consideration 
for horse riders, through 
provision of bridleways and 
circular routes, and lack of 
clarify for how public rights of 
way integrate with proposed 
road network.   

Existing Bridleways will be maintained with improvement 
to the facilities.  A proposed separated bridleway is 
proposed on the western side of the new link road from 
Hill Farm, continue into the realigned Portway towards 
the landfill and quarry area.  

The British Horse Society has been engaged to provide 
comments for consideration. 

Clifton Hampden Bypass 

Key theme Theme summary Response  

Traffic impact Key comments included the 
displacement of traffic causing 
congestion at the Golden 
Balls roundabout through 
Nuneham Courtenay and 
increased traffic volumes 
between Oxford and Didcot, 

and Oxford and Culham.    

A full Transport Assessment and traffic modelling 
assessment have been undertaken to assess traffic 
impact of the scheme. Further details can be found in 

the supporting Transport Assessment. 

Environmental Key comments included noise 
and air quality impact as a 
result of the proximity of the 
proposed realignment to local 
villages, as well as impact on 
local wildlife and biodiversity. 

Detailed ecological assessments of the existing 
condition and proposed scenario have been undertaken 
to ensure any ecological impacts are mitigated.  See 

Environmental Statement (ES) for details.  
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Respondents requested for 
more tree planting to mitigate 
these impacts.    

Noise and air impacts have also been considered and 
assessed.  Where the scheme results in adverse 
impact, mitigation measures have been proposed to 
minimise the impact.  See Chapter 10: Noise and 

Vibration and Chapter 6: Air Quality in the ES for details. 

Cycle 
infrastructure 

Key comments included a lack 
of uncontrolled crossings, a 
fully integrated cycleway 
between Abingdon and CHB, 
and insufficient consideration 
of underpasses for cyclist 
safety at the bypass.   

As part of the preliminary design, parallel cycle-
pedestrian crossings have been included on the section 
of segregated cycleway/footway between Station Road 
and Culham Science Centre. A toucan crossing has 
been provided, linking the shared use route from the 
Culham Science Centre access to the existing A415 
access. Uncontrolled crossings have also been provided 
along the Bypass to retain accessibility along public 
rights of ways which have been impacted by the 
proposals.  

Pedestrian 
infrastructure  

Key comments included lack 
of signalised pedestrian 
crossings on roundabouts, 
resulting in safety impacts for 
pedestrians.    

As part of the preliminary design parallel cycle-
pedestrian crossings have been included on the section 
of segregated cycleway/footway between Station Road 
and Culham Science Centre. A toucan crossing has 
been provided, linking the shared use route from the 
Culham Science Centre access to the existing A415 
access. Uncontrolled crossings have also been provided 
along the Bypass to retain accessibility along public 
rights of way.  

Bus 
infrastructure 

Key comments included the 
need for more bus stops and 
provision of space for bus 
turning.   

Bus stop provision has been designed in consultation 

with OCC Transport and Public Transport Operators. 

Four stops are proposed on this scheme. 

 

Safety Key comments included a 
need for additional crossings 
for pedestrians and cyclists, in 
relation to the proximity of the 
road alignment to houses and 
a nursey.    

Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation (MOVA) 
detection has been proposed due to 40mph (and over) 
speed limit as requested by OCC. This shall improve 
safety and provide a better crossing operation.    

Construction Key comments included the 
need for diversion routes 
avoiding the Air Quality 
Management Area of 

Abingdon.   

As set out in the scheme opinion scoping, the study 
area for the air quality assessment is 2km from the 
Abingdon Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). This 
AQMA is therefore not included in the air quality 

assessment.  

Public Rights 
of Way 

A small number of 
respondents raised concerns 
over a lack of consideration 
for horse riders, through 
provision of bridleways and 
circular routes, and lack of 
clarity for how public rights of 
way integrate with proposed 

road network.   

Existing Bridleways will be maintained with new links 
provided when existing facilities are impacted by the 
scheme.   

A Walking, Cycling, Horse-riding Assessment and 
Review (WCHAR) Report was completed for the 
scheme and the British Horse Society has been 

engaged to provide comment for consideration. 
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General package of works 

Key theme Theme summary Response  

Traffic impact Key comments about traffic 
raised generally included the 
impact of new housing 
developments and ability of 
proposed infrastructure to 
cope with demand for 
increased traffic capacity.   

The preferred four schemes have been informed by a 
detailed and multi-stage optioneering exercise, which 
considered future housing development and growth. 
This process included the production of an Options 
Appraisal Report to identify the appropriate interventions 
and subsequent public consultation, engineering, traffic 
modelling, and impact assessment work to identify the 
preferred alignments.   

Environmental Key concerns included how 
the proposals fit in with local 
climate policies and request 
for clarification on mitigation 
measures being implemented 
to protect wildlife and 
biodiversity.    

A number of environmental surveys and investigations 
for the schemes have been undertaken including air 
quality and noise monitoring. The Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) for the four schemes will provide 
detailed information on how environmental factors have 
been taken into consideration to mitigate impacts. As 
part of the Environmental Statement (ES), the following 
plans will be included: Landscape and Biodiversity 
Management Plan, Site Waste Management Plan, 
Outline Environmental Management Plan. Also see 
Chapter 15: Climate of the ES.  

The Scheme will also aim to achieve a Biodiversity Net 
Gain (BNG) of 10% which will be calculated using the 
DEFRA 3.0 calculator. A BNG assessment was carried 
out and based on the current proposals and outlined 
assumptions, the Scheme is predicted to result in an 
overall net gain of approximately 11.11% of habitat units, 
13.37% of hedgerow habitats and 1.26% linear (river) 
habitat units. Therefore, further habitat mitigation is 
required to achieve a minimum of a 10% net gain in 
biodiversity for river habitat units. See Biodiversity Net 
Gain Assessment Report for more information 
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5. Conclusion  
5.1 The purpose of this SCI is to provide an overview of the stakeholder engagement 

activities undertaken by OCC, prior to submitting a planning application for 
improvements to the existing A4130 road and the development of three new roads. 
The four schemes being submitted as part of the application are: 

• A4130 Widening – the dualling of the existing road between Milton Gate and 
the link to the new Didcot Science Bridge, with segregated walking and cycling 
facilities. Several new junctions into adjacent proposed developments. 

• Didcot Science Bridge – a new single carriageway bridge over the A4130, 
Great Western Railway Main Line, and Milton Road, with segregated walking 
and cycling facilities. A new single carriageway link road through the former 
Didcot A Power Station site, re-joining the A4130 Northern Perimeter Road 
north of the Purchas Road/Hawksworth roundabout with segregated walking 
and cycling facilities. 

• Didcot to Culham River Crossing – providing a new road connecting the 
A4130 at Didcot with the A415 at Culham, including a bridge over the River 
Thames and another bridge over a private rail sidings, and connections to 
Appleford and Sutton Courtenay via the B4016, all with segregated walking and 
cycling facilitates. 

• Clifton Hampden Bypass – a new relief road northwest of the village, 
between the A415 at Culham Science Centre and the B4015 Oxford Road, 
north of Clifton Hampden. A new roundabout at the western end near Culham 
Science Centre and Culham Rail Station, and other access junctions along the 
Bypass. Walking and cycling facilities segregated from the carriageway. 

5.2 There will also be controlled crossings, landscaping, lighting, noise barriers and 
sustainable drainage systems. 

5.3 Section 2 of the SCI provides an overview of the engagement activities carried out 
between 2018 and 2021. This comprised a consultation period in 2018 including online 
and in-person events, followed by a second consultation period in 2020 which included 
a virtual consultation. Both consultation periods allowed local residents to provide 
feedback on the proposed designs.  

5.4 Section 3 provides an overview of the feedback analysis for both the 2018 and 2020 
consultation periods. Feedback comments were categorised into themes which have 
been acknowledged and considered by the design team.  
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Appendices 

Appendix A 2018 consultation materials 
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Appendix B 2018 consultation poster 
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Appendix C Oxford Times online advertisement  
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Appendix D 2018 consultation news stories 
published on The Herald and OCC 
websites   
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Appendix E 2020 consultation materials 
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Appendix F 2020 consultation letter sent to 
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Appendix G 2020 consultation digital advert featured 
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Appendix H Confirmation of Jack FM airtime  
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Appendix I Social media posts promoting the 2020 
consultation 
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Appendix J Appleford-on-Thames Position paper  
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Appendix K OCC’s response to Appleford-on-   
Thames Position Paper 
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