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Dear Emily,
 
Thank you for re-consulting Sport England on the above application with further
revised/additional information.
 
I have reviewed the documents submitted but they do not address the issues I raised in my
formal non-statutory objection which was submitted on the 24th November 2022.
 
For Clarity
 
The current Vale of White Horse Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) is considered by all to be out
of date and a new one was recently commissioned and is due to be completed in August
2023.
 
I have consulted the County Football Association/Football Foundation (FA/FF) and have
included their comments below:
 

Whilst the pitch at this site is not currently in use, the previous PPS for the authority
highlighted feedback from clubs which identified access to both grass and artificial
pitches being an issue.

 
No additional artificial pitches or grass pitch sites have been developed to address the
previously-identified challenges, and team numbers for football have grown
significantly in the intervening years. It is therefore anticipated that previously
identified shortfalls are likely to have worsened.

 
A new PPS is in the early stages of development, and therefore there is no evidence
base currently in the authority to suggest there is a surplus of playing fields (either
current, or disused/lapsed sites) and therefore the potential loss of this site is a
concern.

 
The emerging PPS will identify the current position of supply/demand in the authority,
and could provide an opportunity to consider future use of this site for football and/or
other sports uses. Notably, the adjacent playing field previously hosted cricket, and
therefore could be reinstated, or the site provided as a whole for football if continuing
shortfalls are identified. It is generally recognised that sites with multiple pitches (and
particularly those with both summer and winter sports) can be operated more
sustainably than smaller single pitch sites – which is what would be left if this
application is approved.

 
In summary, approval of this application would remove the ability for this site to be
brought back into use, particularly if the PPS maintains a need to protect or provide
additional grass pitches.

 
I note the comments in Appendix T put forward by AECOM who is acting on behalf of the
applicants, but I do not consider this element application to meet our planning policy
exception E1 due to the age of the PPS and comments made by the FA/FF.
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Conclusion
 
Sport England considers that the application conflicts with Objective Protect in that it results
in the loss of a full-size football pitch
 
In light of the above and the lack of evidence of any exceptional circumstances Sport
England objects to the application.
 
Sport England will reconsider its position if the playing field lost was to be replaced
elsewhere which would meet our planning policy exception E4.
 
If this application is to be presented to a Planning Committee, Sport England would like to be
notified in advance of the meeting date(s) and the publication of any agenda(s) and report(s).
Sport England would also like to be notified of the outcome of the application through the
receipt of a copy of the decision notice.
 
If you would like any further information or advice please contact me at the address below.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Bob
Bob Sharples RIBA MRTPI 
Principal Planning Manager - South Team
T: 020 7273 1793
M: 07830315030
F: 01509 233 192
E: Bob.Sharples@sportengland.org
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